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President’s Annual Report To The Membership
(be low is 2004 Board Pres i dent René Fransen’s speech, given at the De cem ber 8th an nual meet ing
of the mem ber ship)

I would like to be gin by thank ing Board
mem ber Ruth Good man for host ing this
lovely eve ning and also the com mit tee of vol -
un teers who helped or ga nize the re fresh ments 
for to night. 

As I en ter the fi nal days of my two-year
ten ure as Pres i dent of Save Our Cem e ter ies, I
want to ac knowl edge our fine Board of Di -
rec tors and es pe cially those mem bers of the
Ex ec u tive and Ad vi sory Com mit tees. Thanks 
to this com mit ted group of peo ple, our ac -
com plish ments are im pres sive.

As most of you know, the SOC mis sion is
a three fold one of res to ra tion, ed u ca tion and 
pres er va tion.

In Feb ru ary, we worked with the Trav el ers 
Con ser va tion Foun da tion, the lo cal and na -
tional tour ism in dus try, the Tour Guide As -
so ci a tion of New Or leans, Chaux Vive and
the New Or leans Archdiocesan Cem e ter ies

to ex e cute the larg est vol un teer ini tia tive that
St. Louis Cem e tery No. I has ever seen. More
than 350 vol un teers spent a day land scap ing,

January-February, 2005

Richard Briede of Lake Lawn Metairie
Cemeteries and Funeral Home presents René

with $10,000 donation raised at the third
annual “A Run through History” held in

November in Metairie Cemetery

Bacchanalia at Bultman - A “Super” Parade Party
Save Our Cem e ter ies is host ing a Bac chus

“Super” Pa rade Party at the his toric Bultman
Fu neral Home,  3338 St. Charles Av e nue at
Lou i si ana Av e nue on Sunday, Feb ru ary 6,
2005 from 4:30 PM un til 9:00 PM.

Join us for Bac cha na lia at Bultman and
view  the spec tac u lar Bac chus Pa rade from the 
ex pan sive front porch and pa tio on St. Charles 
Av e nue, while keep ing up-to-date on the ac -
tion of  the Super Bowl XXXIX on our large
screen tele vi sion. 

At this all-in clu sive event you’ll en joy
jambalaya, hot dogs, pasta salad, King Cake
and more.  Sip dai qui ris, wine, beer, and soft
drinks. Restroom fa cil i ties and se cu rity are
pro vided.

SOC Mem bers $40.00, Non-Mem bers
$50.00, Chil dren Ages 1-6 Free,  Ages 7-13
$10.00, Ages 14-20 $20.00.   Lim ited park ing
avail able by ad vance res er va tion: $25 for the
pa rade, $50 all day.  Join SOC at a fun filled
pri vate “super” pa rade party and help sup port
its ef forts to pre serve and re store New Or leans’ 
his toric above-ground cem e ter ies. 

For in for ma tion and to pur chase tick ets,
call the  SOC of fice at (504) 525-3377 or if you
are out of town, toll free at 888-721-7493. 
Visit our website at saveourcemeteries.org. 
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clean ing, lime-wash ing, and re plac ing
loose bricks.  Many thanks es pe cially to
the team lead ers  - our com mu nity’s lo cal
tour guides, and to Mi chael Valentino of
Valentino New Or leans Ho tels - the chair
and mo ti va tion be hind bring ing this pro -
ject to us.

This pro ject spawned sev eral other vol -
un teer ef forts in clud ing more lime-wash -
ing at St. Louis No. I by the Ro tary Youth
Lead er ship As so ci a tion this sum mer. We
also par tic i pated in clean-ups with staff
from Ch2MHill and the vol un teers from
the Sum mer Ser vice Camp of Mount Car -
mel Acad emy at Va lence Street Cem e tery;
and the con gre ga tion of Cel e bra tion
Church clean ing-up Carrollton and St.
Mary. Through our ded i cated Holt Cem e -
tery co-chairs, Bari Lan dry and Mark Britz, 
bi-monthly clean-ups of Holt us ing Judge
Paul Bonin’s Al ter na tive Sen tenc ing Pro -
gram con tinue. Also, at Holt, Bari and
Mark have se cured funds from Delgado to
com plete the last sec tion of fenc ing to fi -
nally en close the cem e tery and to even
plant irises on the Gen eral Diaz side to im -
prove the land scap ing there.

With $40,000 in grant money from
both the Wisner Fund and the
Booth-Bricker Fund, we have just this
month em barked upon a $100,000 sur vey
of the wall vaults, path ways and drain age
at La fay ette Cem e tery No. I in the Gar den
Dis trict.  Al though we were forced due to
fi nan cial con straints to re turn the re spon -
si bil ity of the La fay ette No. 1 grass cut ting
to the City of New Or leans, we hope this
sur vey will mo ti vate cap i tal im prove -
ments, mak ing a greater im pact in the
long run.

As al ways, SOC pro vided se cu rity for
Holt, and La fay ette I and II and co-spon -
sored se cu rity at St. Louis I & II with the
New Or leans Archdiocesan Cem e ter ies, to 
en cour age All Saints’ Day tra di tions and
vis its on Moth ers’ Day, Fa thers’ Day and
Easter.

On the ed u ca tion front, Lec ture Se ries
Chair man Ger ald Patout did an ex cel lent
job ar rang ing for our pro grams which in -
cluded:  Jack Stew art pre sent ing his new
re search on  Fu ner als with Mu sic in New
Or leans; Helen An der son who spoke on

the con ser va tion of Lon don’s High gate
Cem e tery; Downs Matthews who shared
sto ries of the Lost Col ony of the Con fed -
er acy in Brazil; and Terrence Fitzmorris
who shared his knowl edge of Irish Wakes
and Burial Cus toms. Many thanks to both
The His toric New Or leans Col lec tion and
Ja cob Schoen and Son Fu neral Home for
al low ing us the use of their space for our
pro grams.

Cemeteryscape - our pho tog ra phy ex -
hibit - re turned af ter a one-year ab sence -
big ger and better.  Thanks to a grant from
the Joe W. Dor o thy Dorsett Brown Foun -
da tion, SOC was able re ally put on a good
show this sum mer.  Chair per son Melanie
Mar tin, with the help of her cre ative hus -
band Steve Mar tin, moved the
month-long ex hibit to the Poydras Cen ter, 
where lots of foot traf fic helped SOC sell
nu mer ous pieces. 

The fund rais ing events started with
our Bac cha na lia at Bultman on Feb ru ary
22nd chaired by Linda Christovich. What a
fun event it was! Spe cial thanks go to Fos -
ter Guillory and Bultman Fu neral Home
for their gen er ous use of the en tire prop -
erty for this night of fund rais ing.  We
raised $12,000 and hope to dou ble that
next year - so mark your cal en dars for
Feb ru ary 6th.  

In stead of a Soirée this year, André de
La Barre put to gether a won der ful Fête to
honor our third Founder’s Award re cip i -
ent - Barbara and Paul Spencer of the
Brown Foun da tion.  The No vem ber din -
ner at Antoine’s fol lowed by a won der ful
pic nic that week end at Kevin Kelly’s
beau ti ful Houmas House Plan ta tion
were a fine se ries of events to honor the
Spencer’s con tri bu tions to SOC.  A good
time was had by all and $30,000 was
raised be tween the two events and the
auc tion -gen er ously sup ported by so
many of this city’s busi ness own ers.  

The city’s of fi cial “Save Our Cem e ter -
ies Week” was cli maxed by the Run
Through His tory on No vem ber 7th in
Metairie Cem e tery.  The run was co or di -
nated by board mem ber Rich ard Briede
and a great team of staff mem bers from
Lake Lawn Metairie Cem e ter ies and Fu -
neral Home and Stew art En ter prises

in clud ing Jerry Schoen, Heidi Hages,
Leslie Terrell, Georgiann Gullett, Rob ert
Beckman and Chuck George from the
New Or leans Track Club. Since some of
them are here to night, we’ll here more
about that event in a min ute.

One of our ma jor sources of in come
are our cem e tery tours, which thanks to
the gen er os ity and ded i ca tion of our vol -
un teer tour guides raised $31,000 this
year.  SOC has de vel oped a train ing
course that we of fer not only to our own
guides, but to all guides in the city - to
make sure that cor rect info is avail able
for giv ing cem e tery tours.  Fifty guides
at tended the two-day course which was
hosted by the Ho tel St. Ma rie.  Many
thanks to our 14 ex cel lent speak ers, and
our pri mary spon sors Sub way Sand -
wiches and Valentino New Orleans
Hotels. 

I would also like to thank the Lu pin
Foun da tion for fund ing the in stal la tion
of mar ble tab lets in St. Louis Cem e tery
No. I as part of our Save Amer ica’s Trea -
sures pro ject; and BFI for a grant to pur -
chase sup plies for our cem e tery clean-up
ef forts.  And I thank you, the mem ber -
ship, for your con tin ued sup port of Save
Our Cemeteries.

PRESIDENT (continued from page 1)

Save Our Cemeteries Board President 
René J. L. Fransen’s 50th “Golden”
Birthday keeps raising dollars for
SOC.  We have exceeded $5,000 in
donations. Since the last SOCgram,

we would like to thank:

Edward Bonin

Mrs. Philip Breitmeyer, II

Ken Combs

Keith Coppens

André de La Barre

Jean Droste and Bill Stout

Torie Kranze

Brobson Lutz

Ma rie O’Neill
Angele Parlange

Scott Searfoss
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In Memoriam
Gen er ous do na tions have been

made  to Save Our Cem e ter ies by

Mrs. Beauregard Avegno in memory
of:

Kenneth Chew Kennedy

Kelly and Carroll Bienvenu and family 
in memory of:
Arnie Seidule

Mr. and Mrs. William K. Christovich
in memory of:

Bill Bailey
Jewel Bates

Margaret Gauntt
Commodore Thomas J. Lupo

Cecile Stone

New Members
(from New Orleans 

unless otherwise noted)

Mary Catherine Aaron - Metairie
Randy Bibb

Laurie Hayes Coniglio - Covington
Thomas Diemer - Metairie

Harold Dulitz - Metairie
Robert Jones and Randy Cole

Michele Garval
Kate Hannah - Hoboken, NJ

Terry Keegan
Lynda Moreau - Metairie

Nancy Rappa - Arlington, VA
Adam Stevenson

Greg Storms - LaPlace
Keoka Williams - Kenner

H. L. Dufour Woolfley
Mark and Barbara Workman - Metairie

Camille Yeldell - Metairie

Donations
Meredith Bradley wishes her par ents,

John and Pam Bradley of Pearl River, 
Merry Christ mas through a gen er ous do -
na tion to SOC.

Many thanks to Maria Irwin, Shel ley
Rote and the en tire team at Sig na ture
Events for their con tin ued sup port of
SOC through their gen er ous do na tions.

On be half of the Hope for Holt Com -
mit tee, thank you to Sen a tor Edwin R.
Murray for his con tri bu tion in sup port
of our clean-up ef forts at Holt Cem e tery.

Save Our Cemeteries
2005 Calendar of Events

Feb ru ary 6 Bac cha na lia at Bultman, Bultman Fu neral Home, St.
Charles Av e nue at Lou i si ana Av e nue, 4:30 pm to 9:00 pm

Feb ru ary 12 Holt Cem e tery Clean-up, 635 City Park Av e nue, 9 - Noon

Feb ru ary 15 Ex ec u tive Com mit tee Meet ing, Noon

Feb ru ary 17 Af ri can-Amer i cans and New Or leans Cem e ter ies:  a Lec ture
on Myths and Mys tery by Lester Sullivan, Uni ver sity Ar chi -
vist and Head of Spe cial Col lec tions, Xa vier Uni ver sity

Feb ru ary 26 Holt Cem e tery Clean-up, 635 City Park Av e nue, 9 - Noon

March 5 Holt Cem e tery Clean-up, 635 City Park Av e nue, 9 - Noon

March 10 Board Meet ing, Noon

March 14 Napa Val ley Wine Tast ing, The Foundry, 333
St.  Jo seph Street, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm, Tick ets 
on sale now.

March 19 Holt Cem e tery Clean-up, 635 City Park Av e nue,
 9 - Noon

Grace King Award Recipient:
Emily Sue Deville

Sue Deville serves as a mem ber of the
eight-mem ber “Voices from Our
Past”com mit tee.  This com mit tee was
cre ated by vol un teers from the City of
Opelousas, the Opelousas Lit tle The ater,
and the Cath o lic Di o cese of St. Lan dry
Cath o lic Church.  Their goal is to raise
funds through cem e tery tours each Oc to -
ber to be used for re stor ing the tombs in
Opelousas Cem e tery.  Vol un teers don
cos tumes and re-en act sig nif i cant his tor -
i cal events.   Of ten times, they find one of
the de scen dants to por tray the life of the
his tor i cal fig ure.  Tours to school groups
for free.  

Sue Deville also serves as di rec tor of
the Opelousas Mu seum and In ter pre tive
Cen ter.  She has gath ered to gether vol un -
teers, in clud ing her self, to sur vey and
doc u ment many of the ru ral cem e ter ies
of her area.  She has worked with re gional 

ar chae ol o gist Chip McGimpsey in cat a -
log ing tombs and graves and ar chiv ing
the in for ma tion with the state. 

Be cause of her ded i ca tion to cem e tery 
pres er va tion through these two pro jects,
she was se lected as Grace King Award re -
cip i ent, 2004.

René Fransen and Mary Louise
Christovich  congratulate Sue Deville
on her receipt of the 2004 Grace King

Award.
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2005 Save Our Cemeteries 
Public Lecture Series

presents

AFRICAN-AMERICANS AND NEW ORLEANS CEMETERIES: 
A Lec ture on Myths and Mys tery by Lester Sullivan, Uni ver sity Ar chi vist and Head of Spe cial

Col lec tions, Xa vier Uni ver sity

Fact or Fic tion?  Is Lieu ten ant Gov er nor Os car Dunn re ally  bur ied in St. Louis II ?  In a pro fes sional ca reer man ag ing and de vel -
op ing  ar chi val and li brary spe cial col lec tions fo cus ing on the New Or leans' Af ri can-Amer i can com mu nity, Lester Sullivan has
en coun tered many in ter est ing and note wor thy de tails about our fa mous cem e ter ies and the per son al i ties bur ied within.  His
slide-filled lec ture will re veal what he has un cov ered in his years of sleuth ing.

The open ing lec ture in SOC’s 2005 Pub lic Lec ture Se ries is be ing held in rec og ni tion of Black His tory Month.

Thursday, February 17, 2005
6:00 PM

The Praline Connection
907 S. Peters Street

lecture is free for members of SOC,  $5 for non-members

following the lecture
please join us at 7:30 pm

for dinner at The Praline Connection
featuring a savory buffet of Fried Catfish with Praline Connection Cocktail Sauce, Crawfish Etouffee, Gourmet BBQ Chicken,

Fresh Sauteed Medley of Vegetables, Cornbread, Tossed Green Salad, Bread Pudding with Praline Sauce, and Iced Tea.

Cash Bar
lecture and dinner $37 (including tax and tip) paid in advance to SOC Reservations required for dinner: 

Call the SOC office at 525-3377 by Feb. 14th

www.saveourcemeteries.org


