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2002 President’s Report

Given at the December Annual Membership Meeting: Welcome all Fﬁ-‘aﬁ i
of you to the 2002 annual meeting of Save Our Cemeteries. I would e
like to begin by thanking Joe and Stephanie Bruno for offering their e
lovely historic home for this meeting and Margie Scheuermann for oy
arranging the refreshments for us this evening.

Your board of directors has been very busy this year in guiding
SOC’s preservation and education efforts. One of its first activities
this year was to adopt a strategic plan to guide our activities into the immediate future. The
core strategies of linking neighborhoods to cemeteries, creating a database of cemetery infor-
mation, diversifying our board and membership and maximizing our current sources of
funds and developing new ones, will serve to focus our efforts effectively.

We have been fortunate in having a very special restoration project to focus on this year
and next. The Save America’s Treasures grant from the National Park Service, which we refer
to as the SAT project, awarded to Frank Matero of the University of Pennsylvania, the New
Orleans Archdiocesan Cemeteries and SOC, has completed the third phase of work in St.
Louis #1 Cemetery by restoring a complete alley of thirty-one tombs including not only the
masonry but the related elements such as historic metal work, sculpture and landscape, as
well as stabilizing thirty-five tombs and creating the Adopt-A-Tomb program for future res-
toration. In the course of the work done by trained conservators, local preservations studies
students, craftsmen and artisans have had an opportunity to learn and contribute. This re-
stored alley provides a rare glimpse into history, including the lovely original lime-wash col-
ors which are the same as those that once graced the adjacent French Quarter.

Many of our education efforts centered upon this unique opportunity. Our popular Lec-
ture Series featured several talks inspired by the SAT project as well as other fascinating topics.
We thank Tom Hamrick for organizing these and finding interesting speakers and great din-
ner venues, and the Historic New Orleans Collection and the Pharmacy Museum for allow-
ing us to use their facilities. Two important aspects of our education program are promoting
the importance of preservation young citizens in our community and the appreciation of the
artistic value of the historic cemeteries. The Kathryn W. Barnett Art and Essay Contest
chaired by Audrey Browder last spring received over 100 entries of art and literary work in-
spired by the cemeteries from students from seven different schools, judged by a panel of ex-
perts. Cemeteryscape, a juried photographic exhibit chaired by Ruth Goodman, provided a
venue at the Hotel Inter-Continental for a six-week exhibition of works by forty artists cho-
sen from over 100 entries. All of the entries were inspired by the cemeteries serving to help all
of us see the beauty of the cemeteries through the artist’s eye.

Our volunteer tour guides serve an extremely important function in our organization.
Not only do they provide tours to school groups and tourists at Lafayette #1 and St. Louis #1,
they provide an important and much appreciated source of income for the organization and
continue to be the benchmark for professionalism in cemetery tours. Gayl Pearson and Jim
Besse, our volunteer tour guide coordinators, worked with Melissa Braud in the SOC office to
organize an important and highly professional continuing education seminar last summer
for licensed tour guides from volunteer and commercial organizations, providing them with
accurate and up-to-date information on the historic cemeteries.

— continued on page 2
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President’s Report (continued from page 1)

This fall, Save Our Cemeteries was
honored to present its Founder’s Award
to noted preservationist and philan-
thropist Matilda Stream. This was ac-
complished at a gala patron party fol-
lowed by a luncheon and fashion show
chaired by André de La Barre. The
event not only honored a long time
member of our organization but raised
funds as well.  The Annual Soirée
chaired by Yancey Jones provided the
membership another reason to get to-
gether by spending a pleasant Sunday
afternoon in October mingling with the
Board and the Save America’s Treasures
conservation team in a lovely French
Quarter courtyard, enjoying refresh-
ments and a silent auction provided by
our generous donors and supporters,
then second-lining to St Louis #1 to
view the recently completed SAT resto-
ration work.

The following All Saints’ Day week-
end saw SOC providing volunteers and
security at nine cemeteries, building on
our past efforts to encourage families to
visit their tombs and to focus attention
on the needs of the cemeteries. René
Fransen and John Kinabrew organized
this effort and have provided a real tem-
plate for the continued growth and ef-
fectiveness of this important activity.
As a culmination of the All Saints’ Day
weekend, The 1" Annual “Run Through
History” took place at historic Lake
Lawn Metairie Cemetery. We thank
our board member Richard Briede for
bringing our organization to the atten-
tion of Stewart Enterprises who orga-
nized this event with the New Orleans
Track Club for the benefit of Save Our
Cemeteries.

SOC is benefiting from the kindness
of another organization. For the third
year in a row, we will receive the pro-
ceeds from the silent auction at the an-
nual holiday party of the Hospitality
Education Networking Association
(HENA). Our board member Shari
Fisher has worked diligently to provide
exciting auction items from the

hospitality industry for this event, as
well as our Soirée.

Those are the events and activities
that have formed our year. In addition,
SOC continues to advocate for the
city-owned cemeteries. Our organiza-
tion provides grounds maintenance at
Lafayette# 1 in the Garden District and
Lafayette #2 in Central City. At Lafay-
ette #1, we are in the process of improv-
ing security by raising and rebuilding
the gate. We are also planning a drain-
age project, which will be financed by a
grant. We have a board liaison for each
cemetery and are making efforts to in-
volve neighborhood groups and volun-
teer organization in their needs.
Among those activities have been clean
up efforts at Valence Street organized by
John Kinabrew. Holt Cemetery contin-
ues to provide an excellent example of a
coordinated effort among volunteers
and community groups to make a
neighborhood cemetery a place that re-
flects the respect and care of its com-
munity. This year, Holt acquired a new
fence and upgraded furniture in the of-
fice and has been cleaned by numbers
of volunteers. In addition, Buddy
Bolden, an esteemed New Orleans mu-
sician interred in an unmarked grave,
was honored by having a street named
for him. On alarger scale, SOC is work-
ing on an affiliation agreement, which
will open the door for other cemetery
preservation organizations in the state
and region to benefit from our exper-
tise and experience.

Of course, all of the activities men-
tioned above could not take place with-
out the support of our membership
dues, our private and corporate donors,
our granting agencies, contributors and
in-kind donors and everyone who sup-
ports our activities by buying a ticket or
giving of their time. I would particu-
larly like to mention our Quadrant So-
ciety members, major corporate and
business donors including BellSouth,
Stewart Enterprises, Belle Forché Res-
taurant, BV  Vineyards, Gambit

Communications, Hotel Inter-Conti-
nental and those agencies who have
seen fit to support us with grants.

I would also like to thank the Board
of Directors for a job well done this
year, particularly the executive commit-
tee René Fransen, Melanie Martin,
Mike Boudreaux, Audrey Browder, Kate
Lutken-Bruno, Tom Krentel, and John
Ryan. I would also like to thank those
board members who have completed
their terms, and hope they will continue
as active members of SOC.

I want to call your attention also to
the efforts of Betty Bagert, our market-
ing and public relations expert, who has
managed to keep SOC and our activi-
ties in the public eye this year in a spec-
tacular way. And finally, I would like to
mention that one of the goals of our
strategic plan was to hire a director of
development before the end of the year.
I would like to announce that Paula
Dickey has accepted that position and
we are thrilled that she will bring her
experience and expertise to our organi-
zation with which she is very familiar, as
she served on the Board of Directors for
two terms.

We are blessed with a professional
staff whose dedication and hard work
allows this non-profit to accomplish
great things.  All of our activities are
coordinated and supported by Execu-
tive Director Louise Fergusson Saenz
ably assisted by Melissa Braud and
Anna Harris. It has been a pleasure to
work with them, and I thank Louise for
the heart and dedication she puts into
her role, as the effectiveness of the
yearly activities and continuity of the
organization depend upon her heartfelt
interest in this organization.

So, I would like to thank you for the
opportunity to serve as president of this
board. This is a worthy organization,
and I am proud to be associated with
Save Our Cemeteries.

Louise S. Ripley
President 2002




Page 3

8OCGRAN

Experience Endymion With SOC
Saturday, March 1st

It’s Carnival time, and Save Our Cemeteries is throwing the best party ever!
Make plans now to join us for the Endymion Parade on Saturday, March 1, from
4pm to midnight at Bultman Funeral Home, St. Charles at Louisiana Avenues.

Outside, we’ll enjoy private, secure parade viewing from Bultman’s front porch
and patios, while inside we’ll dance to the blues, swing and rock-n-roll of Benny
Maygarden and The Eightballs. For the duration of the party, Mr. Mudbug will
serve his delicious traditional parade fare of jambalaya, salad, hot dogs and king
cake; and an open bar will offer beer, wine, water and soft drinks. An arm bracelet
will allow you to come and go during eight hours of non-stop partying! And we’ll
have two security guards on hand at all times.

Advance ticket prices are $40 for adult members, $50 for adult non-members,
ages 1- 6 free, 7-13 $10, 14-20 $20. Limited on-site parking is available from 9am
at $100 per space, paid in advance.

Please call SOC’s office at (504)525-3377 to reserve your tickets and parking
spaces NOW! We accept Visa, MasterCard and American Express, or you can mail
your check to SOC at P.O. Box 58105, New Orleans, LA 70158-8105.

We will need several volunteers for the morning, afternoon and evening of the
party. If you are interested in donating your time at this event, please give Melissa
at the SOC office a call, 525-3377.

COME JOIN THE PARTY!

THANKYOU!!

New Orleans
Cemeteries Postcard
Book

Photography by Robert S. Brantley
and Jan White Brantley

Ornate statues and raised tombs
make New Orleans’ cities of the dead a
phenomenal sight that draws thou-
sands of tourists every year. The strik-
ing images in the New Orleans Ceme-
teries Postcard Book capture the beauty
and magic of these historic New Or-
leans treasures.

The New Orleans Cemeteries Post-
card Book includes images of the tomb
believed to be that of Marie Laveau, the
legendary voodoo queen; the historic
St. Louis No. I and Lafayette No. I ceme-
teries; and details of funerary statues.

Robert and Jan Brantley are
well-known architectural photogra-
phers who have illustrated several
photo books of New Orleans architec-
ture. Their work has appeared in nu-
merous exhibits and national publica-
tions, including Elle and New Orleans
Magazine. They live in New Orleans.

New Orleans Cemeteries Postcard
Book, by Robert S. Brantley and Jan White
Brantley, 17 pp, 6"x4", 16 color pages,
$5.95. Call SOC or visit our website to
purchase a copy, 504-525-3377.

* Stone Pigman for the use of their conference room!

* London Livery Limousine!

¢ SOC Volunteer Tour Guides for
their dedication and hard work
during 2002!

* Billy Hedel and Tom Loesch for
a donated day of lime-washing
on alley 9L in St. Louis No. I!

e Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral
Home and Cemeteries for host-
ing “A Run Through History”
and raising $5,000 for SOC pro-
jects!

i

Lime-washing the Malard tomb at
St. Louis No. 1

Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home and
Cemeteries presents $5000 check to SOC at

Annual Meeting
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SOC Quadrant Society Concludes 2002
With Lunch as They Embrace History

SOC was abuzz during our autumn
Founder’s Award festivities! The stand-
ing-room only Patron reception on Au-
dubon Place and the seated Jazz brunch
at the Ritz Carlton Hotel were both
wonderful, but the jewel in last year’s
crown was the Quadrant Society lun-
cheon hosted by Founder’s Award recip-
ient Matilda Stream at Historic Ever-
green Plantation. First, Linda and Mi-
chael Christovich hosted a brief cham-
pagne reception at their magnificent St.
Charles Avenue home, from which at-
tendees departed for Evergreen.

As our members arrived at the plan-
tation we were greeted by director Jane
Boddie and the staff of Mrs. Stream’s be-
loved residence. Cocktails were served
and the sounds of Jazz surrounded us as
we strolled among the out buildings and
gardens of this 1840 Greek Revival style
Plantation during the guided tour. No
one could have requested a more beauti-
ful November day or setting for the con-
clusion to the Society’s 2002 year.

Following the in-depth
and informative tour and
an informal question and
answer session, guests
were allowed to roam
freely throughout the
venue and enjoy conversa-
tion and cocktails served
on the front gallery while
taking in the sweeping
views of the Mississippi
River and manicured
grounds. The experience
was only surpassed by the
lunch to follow.

Quadrant Society
members were then asked to join the
staff inside where lunch was beautifully
presented on treasured hand made lin-
ens, glimmering crystal and Mrs.
Stream’s wedding china. The tables were
graced with flowers from the Evergreen
gardens. Roaring fires were lit, keeping
all warm prior to departing for the real-

1ty.

Board Member Spotlight

Marilyn Pelias, MD was born and raised in the
magical city of New Orleans. Following Medical
School at Tulane she made a short trip to Cleveland,
Ohio which ended up lasting 15 years. She has re-
turned to her favorite city, New Orleans, with her hus-
band Michael Townsend (trauma surgeon) and four
young children: Alex 6 , Maximillian 4, Electra and

Chloe 1.

She is fortunate to now have a small private prac-
tice in cosmetic surgery in the French quarter. Cosmetic surgery is purely elective
surgery and allows her time to pursue her other interests. She has a beautiful an-
tique gallery in the French Quarter on Chartres Street which specializes in rare
and exquisite Russian, and Eastern European pieces mainly in the Empire and Bie-
dermeier periods. Other interests include the Opera, the Ballet, and of course our
wonderful treasures — the cemeteries of New Orleans.

Dr. Pelias looks forward to rejoining the community and people that she loves

in New Orleans.

by André de La Barre

Attendees enjoy the Evergreen Luncheon

SOC again made history thanks to
our 2002 Quadrant Society Members:
BellSouth, The Joe W. and Dorothy
Dorsett Brown Foundation, Mr. & Mrs.
Robert S. Alford, Mr. & Mrs. William K.
Christovich, Mr. & Mrs. James J.
Coleman, Jr., Mr. André P. V. de La
Barre, Mrs. Francois D. V. de La Barre,
Mr. & Mrs. Jude N. Foret, Mr. F. Michael
Reily, and Mr. & Mrs. Craig M. Ripley.

Adopt A Tomb

in St. Louis No. 1

Gardanne-Tully-Jourdan Tomb
Marigny Family Tomb
Dubreuil Family Tomb

Durrive Family Tomb
Gedge Family Tomb
Thomas-Hazeur Family Tomb
Labranche-Armant Family Tomb
Fleitas Family Tomb
Musson Family Tomb

Lamothe-Cavaroc Family Tomb

Barbarin Family Tomb
Lavigne Family Tomb
Lacoste-Ourcelle Family Tomb
Parker Family Tomb

For more information call
525-3377.
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Board of Directors
News

by René Fransen

With the new year comes change.
As incoming president, on behalf of the
Board of Directors I express gratitude
to the following members who have
completed their kind and dedicated
service on the Board of Directors:
Wayne Troyer, Ann Williams, Peter
Trapolin, Ruth Bodenheimer, Tom
Favrot, Jimmy Blanchard and Sally
Gaden Kraus. Wayne, Ann, Peter, Tom,
Ruth and Jimmy will go on to serve on
the newly formed steering committee.

I welcome new members to the
Board this year, Yancey Jones, Marilyn
Pelias, Mark Britz, Allain Hardin, Ger-
ald Patout, Miriam Schulingkamp,
Andrea Jefferson, Mimi Koch, Stepha-
nie Bruno, and Linda Christovich. And
lastlyy, 1  congratulate = Michael
Boudreaux and Margie Scheuermann
who have been selected for Board
Emeritus.

The new officers selected for 2003 are
as follows: President - René Fransen;
President -Elect - Linda Christovich;
Vice President-Education - Larry
Schmidt; Vice President-Membership -
Carolyn Oliver; Vice-President-Admin-
istration - Audrey Browder; Treasurer -
Melanie Martin;  Secretary  -Kate
Lutken-Bruno; Legal Counsel - John
Ryan; and Chief Financial Officer - Tom
Krentel.

On January 11" the Board and staff
of Save Our Cemeteries met at Stone,
Pigman for a tour of St. Louis Cemetery
No. I and Holt Cemetery followed by an
orientation meeting. Ideas flowed for
future projects and it proved to be a
wonderful learning experience for the
new members.

I welcome suggestions from the
membership for making 2003 a success
for the cemeteries.

SOC Thanks 2002 Donors of the
HENA Silent Auction!!

A Friend of SOC
Anonymous
Adele Elliott
Audubon Nature Institute
Bacco
Beauregard-Keyes House
Best Western Hotel Acadiana
Bienville House
Big Easy Jazz Band
Big Easy Golf
Bonnie Boyd & Company
Cobalt Restaurant
Contemporary Arts Center
Cost Plus World Market
Court of Two Sisters Restaurant
Crescent Crown Distribution
Degas House
Destination Management, Inc.
Edward C. Bonin
Food Art, Inc.

Friends of City Park
Gustavo Duque Art Center
Hampton Inn New Orleans

Hampton Inn Six Flags
Hard Rock Café
Harrah’s New Orleans Casino
Heidi Paulson
Morris Herman/Herval Inc.,
Fine Italian Jewelry
Holiday Inn Downtown Superdome

Hotel Inter-Continental
Hotel Monteleone
Hotel Monaco New Orleans
Hotel Provincial
Hotels.Com
House of Broel
Janet & Steve Haedicke
Jazz Casino Company, L.L.C.
Joel’s
Johnnie Christy
Joseph Bonhage Gallery
Katherine Chamlee
Kathryn G. Lee
Kerri McCaffety
Lafayette Hilton Hotel
Longue Vue House & Gardens
MC Media
New Orleans Paddlewheels
On the Go Therapy
Picture It!, Inc.

René J. L. Fransen
Ruby Ann Bertram-Harker
Six Flags New Orleans
Southwest Louisiana
Lake Charles CVB
Steve Martin Studio/Gallery
The Historic New Orleans Collection
The Quarter Smith
Treasure Chest Casino
Where Magazine

e

SOC Board and staff enjoy a tour of projects completed at St. Louis Cemetery No. L.
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The Canon tomb after cleaning.

Heather Knight and Dorothy
Krotzer undertook the consolidation of
the Dubreulil tablet. First, the areas of
the tomb that did not require consoli-

dation, such as the stucco and the mar-
ble step and shelf, were carefully cov-

ered and protected from chemicals.
Then, a dam of cotton was installed at
the bottom of the tablet, to catch any
run-off from the tablet. After taking a

number of safety precautions, such as

donning respirators, the conservators
began applying the consolidant. The

Heather Knight and Dorothy Krotzer
consolidating the tablet of the
Dubreuil tomb.

consolidant is sprayed on in a series obe confused as a relic of the nineteenth
light coats, allowing each coat to pene century. The urn, while reminiscent of
trate before applying the next one. Ato the classically influenced urns through
tal of 12 coats were applied to the tabletout the cemetery, levitates within the
While visually unchanged, the Dubreuil drapery surrounding it. The strong
tablet now has a protective layer to pre verticality of the urn is mitigated by the
vent further deterioration. horizontal base of carved floral motifs.
The sculpture looks back to the past,
yet is clearly of today.

Finally, to tie the entire aisle together
into one cohesive unit, a new ground
cover was installed. Due to current envi
ronmental concerns, the historic
ground cover of shell was no longer
available, so a substitution had to be
made. Crushed limestone was chosen,
since it is uniform in color, compacts
well to provide a walking surface, and is
obtainable. Since the new bed of
crushed limestone needed to be at about
the same height as the extant ground
level, the top few inches of soil had to be
removed from Alley 9L. While removing
this material, a motley patchwork of his-
toric paving materials were discovered,
including tiles, slate, and brick. These
materials were documented, by archae-
ologist Melissa Braud, and then pro-
tected with the new crushed limestone.

An enormous project has been
completed at St. Louis Cemetery No. 1.
What was once a row of crumbling,
mostly abandoned tombs has become

ey aisle of restored gems. There is roth
ing else like it in New Orleans. Please
take an opportunity to come and see it.

The St. Cyr tomb with its brand new
sculpture carved by Anthony
Henderson.

At the St. Cyr tomb (#579), local
stone carver Anthony Henderson create
a new sculpture for the top of the pedi
ment. He used traditional funerary i€o
nography, but this sculpture would never

The new look of Alley 9L
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FRANK G. MATERO

GRACE KING AWARD RECIPIENT

The Grace King Award of Save Our
Cemeteries, Inc., was established in
1985 to honor those who have made a
significant contribution to the preser-
vation of New Orleans Cemeteries.
The award was named in honor of
Grace King (1852-1932) the well
known New Orleans writer, who with
the Foundation of the Society for the
Preservation of Ancient Tombs, was
the first person to work for cemetery
preservation in New Orleans.

The previous recipients of the Grace
King Award are: Mrs. Shingo
Dameron Manard, Mrs. Mary
Louise Christovich, Mr. Henry
Gandolfo, Archbishop Philip
Hannon, Mr. Samuel Wilson,
Jr., Collins C. Diboll Founda-
tion, Ms. Mae Thomas Garcia,
Mrs. Leonard Huber, Mr.
Ricardo Perrault, Mrs. Peachy
Villere, Mrs. Mary Meek Morri- !
son, Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Wurzlow, The Historic New Or-
leans Collection, Mr. Stanley
Guérin, Dr. Alfred Lemmon, St.
John the Evangelist Cemetery

Association of Lafayette, Louisi-
ana, The New Orleans Police De-
partment, 3rd District, Audrey
Browder, the Hope for Holt Pro-
ject members (office of Judge
Paul Bonin, New Orleans Cares,
Bari Landry and Lakview Civic
Improvement Association), D. J.
and Judy Mumphrey, and last

year’s recipient, Doris Ann
Gorman.
In December SOC was

pleased pleased to present the
award to one of New Orleans
cemeteries’ most dedicated ad-
vocates, Frank Matero. Mr.
Matero is Chairman of the

Cemeteries. The award hx
most insightful of early writers on

. The Place and the People (
tn New Orlee™ a city which has a historica
To the true

e and nothing less than the city family; and,

nothing less than the city itself is home,
more than in our hearts, dowe
in vital reach of us.

ever it was Mary Lou Christovich
Louis 2 during an unseasonab

2002

Pennsylvania and is also the Director of
their Architectural Conservation Lab-
oratory. Frank’s fascination with and
respect for New Orleans’ historic above
ground cemeteries began in 1989 while
directing a pilot study and tomb resto-
ration at Lafayette Cemetery No. I
through Columbia University and Save
Our Cemeteries.

When the cemetery artifact thefts
became news around the country,
Frank’s interest in New Orleans ceme-
teries was renewed. In 2000, he

I am very honored to receive this year's G

1 ca
cans cemeteries as memory landscap

In the continuity of :
transitoriness of human

life.

Her message has been carrie

and the rest is, as they say, history.

We all have much to be proud of this year.
the results in so many
sional collaboration an
been for me to see Alley N

1 itist
cative photographs, 1 :

oung conservators for which Tam most p
in the end will carry t
vation of these important cultural resources.

I thank the Board of Save Our Cemeteries
port to protect these unusua@ and be
honor of assisting them in this work.

Graduate Program in Historic
Preservation at the University of

race King Award from Save Our

i ng the
d has special significance as Grace King was among

the importance of the preserv
es and true expressions O

e (1895) she wrote,
| past, there is much secular conso-

look in the city for the memorid

forth by many ded
\ \?VLO leled me into fight over 15 years ago at St.

ly cold January morni

The efforts have been great as have
training and education, profes-

d public outreach to name a few. As wonderful as it has

9L, come to life as a colored 3

rsonal development 0 '
e leased. It is the human resources which

ways: site conservation,

he strongest and most sustainab

for their vision and continued sup-

autiful places and for the recognition and

connected with SOC and Tulane and
applied for a grant from the Louisiana
State Historic Preservation Office
through the University of Pennsylvania
to conduct a conservation manage-
ment program in St. Louis Cemetery
No. I. The grant was successful and the
project was funded again the following
year, completing a conditions and
structure survey of all 750 tombs at the
site.

Frank continued his search for
funds to document St. Louis 1. He

i
P
=
B
B
i
|!
u
i
i
]
B
B

1 December 2002

ation of New Or-
f Creole identity.
city-born, city-bread heart,
Is that keep our dead
icated preservationists. How-

ing. It has been love ever since

d version of Mugnier’s evo-
f the local team of talented

le message about the preser-

Sincerely yours,

Frank Matero
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Grace King Award (continued from page 8)

applied for and received a
Samuel H. Kress grant for
the site and then set his sights
on funding for the actual -
brick and mortar work. His
application to Save Amer-
ica’s Treasures last year
brought $150,000 to New
Orleans for the restoration
of thirty-one tombs, the sta-
bilization of thirty-five more
tombs, the establishment of
an Adopt-A-Tomb Program,
and training and hands-on
experience for local preser-
vation graduates, local masons and local craftspeople.

Frank’s dedication to St. Louis No. I has brought the above ground cemeteries
of New Orleans to the forefront at the local, state and national level. With his sup-
port and dedication, we can look forward to seeing continuing progress at St.
Louis No. 1, and beyond! Frank was unable to attend the ceremony at the annual
meeting in December, but sent the letter on page 8 (see box) which was read by
Lindsay Hannah and Heather Knight, members of the SAT Conservation Team.

2003 President René Fransen presenting award to
SAT Team members Lindsay Hannah and
Heather Knight

Membership Benefit:
Louisiana Life
Magazine

CHAUX VIVE

ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION
AND PRESERVATION SERVICES

Did you know that current SOC
members receive an annual subscrip-
tion to the quarterly publication, Loui-
siana Life? This is a wonderful publica-
tion that we are able to provide to our
members through our partnership with
MC Media. Consider a SOC member-
ship as a gift to a friend so they can re-
ceive not only Louisiana Life, but also
the SOCgram, invitations to our lecture
series, passes for a free cemetery tour
and invitations to our annual events
such as the October Soirée. If you are a
member not receiving your magazine
(the most recent issue mailed in late
December), please contact us to verify
your membership status and mailing
address, 525-3377.

Specializing in
tomb repairs and
restorations

Box #120

5721 Magazine St.
New Orleans, LA 70113

(504) 453-3454
chauxvive@mailsnare.net

Annual Fund 2002

On behalf of the Board of Directors
and members of SOC, we thank the fol-
lowing generous donors for contribut-
ing a total of $3,965 to the 2002 Annual
Fund:

Arta Ault
Jane G. Aprill
Leigh Bates
Barbara Berry
Maureen Brennan
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Christy
JoAnn Clevenger
Joycelyn M. Cole
Carl M. Corbin
Paula Dickey
The Downman Family Foundation
Jean R. Droste
David Earl
David Evard
Anna K. Fariss
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Favrot
Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn Fitzpatrick
John Geiser 111
Allain Hardin
Cathy & Pat Jones
Senator John J. Hainkel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hassinger
Katie Karrick
June Kissgen
Paula Maher
Shingo Manard
Julie Grant Meyer
Alan & Leah Newman
Neil Odenwald
Joe Pavich
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Ripley
Marvin Russell
Margie Scheuermann
Phyllis Schiminger
Jack Schott
Dr. and Mrs. David Earl Simmons
Matilda Stream
William Stout
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Trufant
William Waring
Mary Jo Watson
Ruth Weisler
Grace Morris Williamson
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Cemetery News

HOLT

* On December 28, members of Alpha Phi Omega organized a clean-up at Holt Cemetery. The event was organized by
Trisha Bradley, an Alpha Phi Omega alumnus, as part of their annual convention held in New Orleans. Members from
all over the country picked up trash and helped install landscaping timbers and mulch along the new fence on the Gen-
eral Diaz Street side.

* On Monday, February 17, at 10 a.m., a ribbon cutting will be held to officially dedicate the new fence at Holt. State Rep-
resentative “Peppi” Bruneau and State Senator Paulette Irons, both of whom awarded grant monies to the project, will
be on hand for the dedication. The public is invited to attend.

VALENCE STREET

* The company CM2Hill donated time in October to conduct a clean-up at Valence Street Cemetery. Former SOC Direc-
tor Elizabeth Calvit, now employed by the company spearheaded the project. Elizabeth hopes to continue clean-up pro-
jects with SOC and has scheduled another clean-up with CM2Hill at Valence for February.

* Touro Synagogue will also conduct a clean-up of Valence on March 30" as part of their annual Mitzvah Day activities.
This will be their fourth year volunteering with SOC to improve the cemeteries.

* Alamb in repose has been found at Valence Street Cemetery having apparently fallen from atop a tomb. If your tomb is
one of the few with a lamb adorning the top, please check it and contact us if it is missing. Currently, we are storing the
lamb in a safe place.

LAFAYETTE NO. I

* Recently, a statue atop a tomb in Lafayette No. 1 became loose and in a precarious position, possibly an attempted theft.
Thanks to the attentiveness of volunteer tour guide Gayl Pearson and others who promptly contacted the SOC office, we
were able to notify the family who immediately had the statue secured.

CARROLLTON

* Complaints from neighbors have brought several issues to SOC’s attention regarding Carrollton Cemetery. An open
sewer drain on its Birch Street side poses serious danger to pedestrians. Overgrown trees on the perimeter of the site
block the street lamps and encourages crime. Trash is frequently dumped outside of the site and a section of fence is
down allowing people to gain entrance at off hours. If you have been affected by these issues or others, please contact
city council member Jay Batt and let him know you care about the upkeep of the cemeteries and their neighborhoods.

New Members

from New Orleans,

; We dedicate this issue to
unless otherwise noted

devoted tour guide,
Mary Kay Bertaut—Baton Rouge DULANEY
Randy Foster—Lake Charles MONTGOMERY
Dickson & Gentry Griswold who passed away

Adele Mangipano-Metairie
Suzette Prechter—River Ridge
Anne Reily Sutherlin
Elizabeth Simmons-Lincoln, IL

Monday, January 27, 2003.
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LOCAL SCHOOL STUDIES CEMETERIES

St. Louis the King of France School
Principal Diane Wilson and Art
Teacher Dr. Shirley Becnel wrote SOC
about their recent cemetery experi-
ence. Their 6" grade students just com-
pleted a study of the architecture of
New Orleans cemetery tombs. The
project, part of the middle school art
program, focused on two distinct ele-
ments: the architectural designs used
in above-ground tomb construction
and the religious/historical reasoning
behind the complex burial practices
found in New Orleans culture.

The art lessons crossed several
months. The steps the students used to
complete their works included multi-
ple pencil sketches using two-point
perspective and foreshortening tech-
niques, transfer of sketches to Massa
paper, a type of paper used for oriental
watercolor, and finally, painting prep

by blocking-in the designs using multi-
ple washes of water paint.

Principal Wilson and Dr. Becnel
wrote that the “project combined a bit
of religious instruction, a brief study of
the architectural design of tombs, and
discussion regarding the reasons why
cemeteries play such an important part
in the lives of New Orleanians.” This
project is a fine example of the type of
project SOC encourages to better edu-
cate the youth of our community of the
value of these historic places. There are
few sites where one can learn so much
on such diverse topics as religion, cul-
ture, history, architecture, and art. All
the more reason to help preserve the
cemeteries as not only places that
honor our dead, but also outdoor mu-
seums. We applaud St. Louis the King
of France School.

o
In Memoriam

Generous donations have been

made to Save Our Cemeteries by:

Mary Louise & William K.
Christovich
in memory of:

Margaret Landry Chassee
Lawrence Freiberg
Marjorie Martel Misshore
Frances Taylor Shilstone

Elizabeth Pipes Borah Wingfield

Mr. & Mrs. Bryce E. North
in memory of:

Jacob E. Alford, Jr.

Holt Cemetery Clean-up, 435 City Park Avenue, 9 - Noon

Tentative date, CM2Hill clean-up, Valence Street Cemetery

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony to unveil Holt’s new fence, 10

Holt Cemetery Clean-up, 435 City Park Avenue, 9 - Noon
Experience Endymion with SOC 4 PM, at Bultman

Holt Cemetery Clean-up, 435 City Park Avenue, 9 - Noon

Holt Cemetery Clean-up, 435 City Park Avenue, 9 - Noon

New Orleans Cemetery Preservation Advisory Committee
Touro Synagogue Mitzvah Day, Valence Street Cemetery

Holt Cemetery Clean-up, 435 City Park Avenue, 9 -

Calendar of Events

February 8
February 11 SOC Executive Committee Meeting, Noon
February 15
February 17

AM
February 22
March 1
March 4 Mardi Gras, SOC office closed
March 8
March 18 Good Friday, SOC office closed
March 20 SOC Board Meeting, Noon
March 22
March 25

Meeting, 3 PM
March 30

Clean-up, 9 AM -Noon
April 5

Noon

TOUR GUIDES MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW: TRAINING JULY 22 & 23

Edward C. Bonin & René J. L.
Fransen
in memory of:

Denise Charvet
Andrew J. Kruzich

André P.V. de La Barre
in memory of:

Dr. Francisco Manuel Gonzalez

Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Masinter
in memory of:

Mary Teresa Bologna Krentel
Dr. Bernard Jacobs

Mr. & Mrs. J. Thomas Hamrick,
Jr.

in memory of:

Mary Teresa Bologna Krentel




Name

Are you a SOC member?

Join us today and enjoy the benefits of membership which include receiving our bi-monthly newsletter, a subscription to Louisiana Life

magazine, free tour tickets to Lafayette Cemetery No. I, free admittance for all SOC lectures, a listing in the SOCGRAIY, and invitations to
our annual meeting and to all SOC events.

Address

City

State Zip

Cemetery/Cemeteries of interest:

r $20

r $25 Individual

r $40 Family

r $80 Protector

r $150 Preserver

r $500 Restorer

I $1,000 Conservator
r $40

Please select your membership level:

Student and Associate (out of state)

1 tour ticket, lecture admittance for 1
2 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 2
3 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 3
4 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 4

4 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 4, 2 tickets to annual fund-raiser
4 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 4, 4 tickets to annual fund-raiser

Non-Profit /Associate Organizations

Please mark your volunteer interest(s):

I Fund-raising I Photo Exhibit I Clean-up Day

I Tour Guide ' Annual meeting I Telephone and Mailing
I Research I All Saints’ Day

I All Saints’ Soiree I Membership

SOCGRANM
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305 Baronne Street, Suite 306
P.0O.Box 58105

New Orleans, LA 70158-8105
504-525-3377; fax: 504-525-6677
Toll Free: 1-888-721-7493

website: www.saveourcemeteries.org
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